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Abstract : As a writer with a historical consciousness, Syed Shamsul
Haque’s literary oeuvre, particularly his poems and plays, deals with
the socio-economic and cultural context of the bengalee identity. This
historical sense is instrumental in his exploration of the themes of
class conflict, class discrimination, and psychological crisis in the
characters of his plays, who represent the ordinary bengalees and their
life at large. However, in some plays where conflict and crisis are
fictionalized, the realistic sense of history as a causally interconnected
chain of events is also allowed to prevail. His play Narigon is an ideal
example where the historical and fictional aspects have been
converged. The tragic history of the Battle of palassy is reimagined to
form the basis of a feministic representation. The play is regarded as a
masterpiece for its unique way of documenting the transition of power,
for its portrayal of women as a neglected entity in the power spectrum,
and for its supremely aesthetic presentation. In this paper, an analytical
and comparative approach is taken to study Narigon both from the
historical and feminist perspectives.
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